
 

Sermon Summary 19 June 2022 
Child of God: by Graham Mol 

 
John 1:1-13 NIV 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made 
that has been made. In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light. 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. He came to that 
which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. Yet to all who did receive Him, to those 
who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God – children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

Through this famous passage the Apostle John begins his Gospel account of the life of Jesus. Jesus the 
Son of God, the Word (logos). When God created the heavens and the earth He spoke a Word. In Jesus 
was life – God is life – without Him no life would exist. This life is the light of mankind. In the beginning 
there was darkness and God said “Let there be light!” Light means life and life means light. John the 
Baptist was a prophet sent ahead of Jesus’ arrival, pointing towards the light, witnessing. Jesus the 
light and the life was coming into the world that He had created. He came to His own creation but 
they did not recognise Him, in fact His own creation conspired against and murdered Him. He died on 
the cross but death did not win. Jesus rose again victorious over death, the darkness could not 
overcome the light. The penalty for sin was paid. And that brings us to these two verses, the good 
news for you and I: 

Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become 
children of God – children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, 
but born of God. 

All human beings are created in the image of God, we are His creation, but only those who trust in 
Jesus as their Lord and Saviour become part of the family of God, restored in relationship to their 
Father in Heaven. When we believe in Jesus, when we repent of our sin and turn to Him to save us 
and wash us clean, when we stop trying to be our own gods and allow Him to be God in our lives, it is 
as if we are born again. We are given a fresh new start. 

No matter what happened in the past. No matter where we came from. No matter what we said and 
did. We are made new and we are adopted into the family of God. We become sons and daughters of 
God. As confirmation of this new life in Christ we receive God’s Spirit within us, that is God’s presence 
with you right now. 

Galatians 4:4-6 NIV 
But when the set time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you 
are His sons, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls 
out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are His child, 
God has made you also an heir. 

 
In the past God dwelt in the tabernacle and the temple. He walked this earth as a man. But now He 
dwells in our hearts by His Holy Spirit. 

 



 

Romans 8:14-17 
For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does 
not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about 
your adoption to sonship. And by Him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself testifies with 
our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God 
and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may also share in 
His glory. 

This is an amazing truth! Don’t miss its significance. So often we base our identity on what we do or 
what we have done. Or we base it on the shifting sand of what we feel. But here we can see that your 
identity in Christ as a believer is Child of God. That is what you are first and foremost. This truth affects 
how you live. 

By the Spirit we cry out to God “Abba, Father”. Abba is Aramaic for father but it is not a formal term. 
It is a term of deep affection and endearment, Daddy. Through Jesus we have been born again into a 
spiritual family that will last forever and we are restored in our relationship with the Lord. We can 
know and feel His love for us and we in turn love Him and those around us. Our identity affects our 
lives. 

As a Child of God you can know that: 

 
You are loved 

Nothing can separate us from the love of God. 

Romans 8:38-39 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Not only does He love us with an everlasting love, He also delights in us: “For the LORD takes delight in 
His people…” Psalm 149:4. As a parent desires to see their child grow and flourish, taking delight in 
their achievements, so too the Lord desires for us to grow in stature and wisdom. As God’s children, 
He is for us not against us. 

 
You are cared for 

Being children of God means we have access to the “throne of grace” through prayer, any time and 
from any place; we have the promise that “we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time 
of need.” 

Hebrews 4:16 
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help us in our time of need. 

Our heavenly Father is our provider. He knows how to give good gifts to His children, gifts that will 
truly benefit us. We must trust in His provision. It’s not always what or how we want it but it is always 
the best provision. 

 
You are watched over 

There will be times in life that we stumble, tripped up by the challenges and temptations that we face.  
He forgives us our sins and remembers them no more but He also disciplines us – as every good parent 
should. 



 

Deuteronomy 8:5 
Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 

The author of Hebrews states that God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in His 
holiness. His loving correction is evidence of His love. He will not let us wander too far astray but calls 
and guides us back onto the right path. There is reassurance in that. 

 
You have a hope and a future 

As we read earlier, as children of God we are also heirs. We have a rich inheritance – the riches of 
heaven and eternity. Our future is secure. Jesus said these words to His disciples: 

John 14:1-2 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house 
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a 
place for you?” 

There is a place for you. In Christ Jesus your future is secure. As a child of God you have a beautiful 
and imperishable inheritance. No one can take that from you. 

 
Remember who you are – A Child of God. In the midst of the troubles we face. When you feel the 
anxiety building within you, when the guilt weighs down on you, when you feel inadequate – don’t 
measure up and don’t know the answers, when you are weary and worn, take a moment to remind 
yourself of your primary identity. In Christ – you are a son of God – a daughter of God and that makes 
all the difference. 


