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Sermon Summary – Sunday 3 July 2022 

 
KINDNESS: Love In Action (Calven Celliers) 
 

“…the religious landscape in the world today is shifting, in fact it’s been shifting for a long time and 
it’s shifting fast. Fewer and fewer people are identifying themselves as Christian, while more and 
more are identifying themselves as religiously unaffiliated. The harsh reality is that we find ourselves 
living in a post Christian world today. In a non-Christian society, the majority of people may have 
never heard about the gospel, and therefore have no preconceived ideas about Christianity or the 
Bible. A post Christian society, however, is quite the opposite. Most people have been exposed to 
Christianity but are willingly opting for a different worldview – a different narrative through which to 
make sense of the world. People know the stories; they just don’t believe them anymore. The current 
rate at which world culture is dismissing the Bible’s authority is scary…” 

 
I was recently invited to breakfast, by what I can now describe as a ‘post-Christian friend.’ Someone 
who has been churched for many years, he knows the text, but as we chatted it became abundantly 
clear that he just doesn’t believe the text anymore. He said “pastors need to start preaching the 
practicalities of Christianity , stuff people can apply, rather than this rubbish (his words, not mine)… 
rather than this rubbish we’ve been fed for years.” As I left breakfast that morning, I found myself 
asking God how I could possibly reach, and impact, the likes of my friend for the Kingdom. Someone 
who has been a Christian for many years, he's even preached in the past, but for whatever reason 
he’s willingly opted for a different world view; defining the narrative he once held to so fast as 
”rubbish”. I sensed in my spirit the Lord planting the words of the apostle Paul in his instructions for 
Christian living to the church at Ephesus, in my heart – Read Ephesians 4:32.   
 
“In a world where you can be anything, be kind.” (Mother Teresa) 
 
You and I as Christ followers need to be counter cultural in an age of outrage. Let’s be practical and 
consider how to bring out our best when the world is at its worst. 
 
Read 1 John 4:8 and 1 Corinthians 13:4. Kindness is a big deal to God and should therefore be a big 
deal to us as we represent Him in this world. Kindness adds saltiness to our witness that preserves 
godliness wherever we spread the love of Jesus. In a rude and ruthless world where for the most 
part people are bad mannered, aggressive, mean and uncivil, to be kind is in fact to be counter 
cultural. You’ve probably heard a thousand times that Christians are supposed to “be in the world, 
but not of it.” But, what does that even look like? How can we interact with people without being 
influenced by the unbelief and hostility towards God that is so prevalent in our culture? 
 
It’s a lot like a boat in the water. The boat is designed to float in the water – to be in the water, 
surrounded by it on all sides. But there should not be any water in the boat. Boats don’t sink 
because of the water around them, boats sink because of the water that gets in them. Our goal as 
followers of Christ is to actively engage our culture with the Gospel without allowing the culture’s 
ungodly morals, values, attitudes, and behaviours to infiltrate our lives. Unfortunately, the reality is 
that many of us as sincere Christians struggle to get this right. I’d like to suggest that we start by 
yielding ourselves to the power of the abiding Spirit of God within us and asking Him to produce in 
us that which only He can produce, the fruit of? Kindness. 
 
Read Galatians 5: 22 & 23. 
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Read 1 Thessalonians 5:15. In a world where most people put far more effort into looking nice than 
being nice, Paul says get rid of this tit-for-tat mentality, and just be kind. Make it your aim to be kind, 
to do good to all people. If some people spent as much time before God making sure their attitudes 
were right, as they do in front of the mirror making sure their appearance is right, this world would 
be a far better place. You want to know what God says you need in order to dress for success in this 
life? Read Colossians 3:12. 
 
If you were to ask the people who know you best, what quality are you best known for in your 
family, your friendship circle, your neighbourhood, your complex, your place of employment, on 
your team, in the classroom, or wherever you spend a lot of time interacting with people on a 
regular basis? I wonder what they would say? God’s very clear about what He wants people to say 
about you as His ambassadors in this world. God wants you and I to have a reputation of kindness. 
 
Kindness is defined as the quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate. Kindness is all the 
different ways — both big and small — we express care, concern, and consideration for ourselves 
and those with whom we share the world. Kindness shows up as a supportive smile, a comforting 
embrace, and a helping hand when we need it the most — but may expect it the least. It exists as 
heartfelt words of encouragement, thoughtful gestures of affection, and compassionate acts of 
generosity so many of us witness, perform, and receive as we move through life. In a world filled 
with struggle and pain, kindness is like a deep cleansing breath that rejuvenates us with its purity, 
refreshes us with its goodness, and gives us the strength to persevere despite our troubles. Kindness 
is the sincere and voluntary use of one’s time, talent, and resources to better the lives of others, 
one’s own life, and the world through genuine acts of love, compassion, generosity, and service.  
 
In other words, kindness is love in action. People can opt for a different worldview – a different 
narrative through which to make sense of the world. People can choose not to believe in the 
authority of Scripture, but people cannot discredit the evidence of God’s abiding presence in us, 
displayed through kindness in an unkind world. Read John 13:35. 
 
Kindness is not an emotion. Kindness is not a feeling. Kindness is love in action. You may have all 
sorts of kind feelings toward somebody, but if you don’t act upon those feelings, then you’re not 
really kind. Kindness is not something you feel, it’s something you do. And this is so important that 
Jesus spent time teaching on this very issue. In the Gospel of Luke 10 we read that an expert in 
religious law approaches Jesus and asks Him what he must do to inherit eternal life? A.k.a ‘what 
must I do to get into heaven?’ And Jesus says, “well what did Moses teach you?” and the guy replies 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and love your neighbour as 
yourself.” To which Jesus replies, “Bingo. Correct answer.” And instead of leaving it there, this guy, 
wanting to justify himself, asks, “And who is my neighbour?” Now it’s important that we see what’s 
going on here. This guy clearly doesn’t want to have to love everybody. And so, he’s looking for a 
loophole. Surely Jesus doesn’t mean he actually has to love people he doesn’t like, people who act 
differently, live differently, believe differently to him? That seems a bit radical. I don’t want to have 
to love everyone. And so, Jesus tells him what is without a doubt one of the most well-known 
parables. 

Read Luke 10: 30 – 37. 

When it comes to kindness, you and I can be any one of the characters Jesus described in the 
parable. Because each of these characters displays an attitude that you and I can quite easily, and 
most probably have had. First there’s the priest. He displays an attitude of avoidance. He sees the 
situation and keeps his distance. He crosses over to the other side of the road; it’s not his 
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responsibility, he chooses not to get involved. Out of sight, out of mind. And a lot of Christians live 
this way. They keep relationships shallow, that way when the going gets rough they don’t have to 
get involved. If you keep things superficial then you don’t have to get involved. The world is good at 
this. People can live next door to each other for years and never get to know each other. People can 
drive into their complex and not even know the security guards name. People can turn a blind eye to 
beggars at traffic lights and not even acknowledge their presence. All too often we don’t see people 
and what they’re going through. We choose to walk on the other side of the road. 
 
The Levite represents a second attitude that many people have, and that is that we can be curious, 
but uncaring. We’re interested, but not interested enough to actually do anything. This is the 
attitude of apathy.  
 
“Curiosity stares. Kindness stops. Too many Christians are wanting to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, 
but very few want to study the stops of Jesus. What did Jesus allow to interrupt Him? What was He 
willing to stop for?” (Rick Warren) 
 
 Have you ever noticed in the Gospels that if not every time, then almost every time there’s a 
miracle, there’s a stop? How many opportunities to stop have you missed? Are you open to the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit to slow down and get involved, to show some kindness, or are you just 
going to walk on by on the other side of the road? You don’t have to condone or approve of 
everything someone does, you don’t have to agree with their lifestyle or their decisions, you don’t 
have to even enjoy their company, but as a Christ follower you are commanded to be kind, and to 
show the love of Jesus wherever you go. 
 
Which is what the third character, the Samaritan, represents.  
 
Read Matthew 7:12 –  In other words, never treat others in a way that you wouldn’t want to be 
treated.  
 


