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Sermon Summary – Sunday 31 July 2022 

 
PEACE: Complete trust in who God is (Calven Celliers) 
 

In the Gospel of John 14, we read some of the last words Jesus spoke to His disciples, as they 
gathered around the table in the Upper Room. Just before what is without a doubt their darkest 
hour, before they are caught in the grips of terror and confusion, Jesus gives them a gift – Read John 
14: 27 & John 16:33 
 
I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. What things? What is it that Jesus 
had told His disciples and why would it bring them peace? Read John 16:32. I have told you these 
things, so that in me you may have peace. Therein lies a promise for you and I today. Jesus never, 
ever promised that we, as His people, will escape the storms of life. In fact, He tells us quite bluntly, 
in this world you WILL have trouble. Storms come and go — bad things happen to good people, and 
wonderful, godly people experience terrible hardships. And yet despite this reality, Jesus promises 
us peace and protection in the midst of those storms. Peace based on the fact that we will never, 
ever be abandoned, for our heavenly Father will always be us.  Peace is the knowledge that comes 
from knowing the One to whom we are connected.  
 
Peace is not some elusive concept that can only be earned by carrying the bigger stick; it’s not 
complete pacifism in conflict; it has nothing to do with sitting in a meditative pose as the world 
crashes and burns around you. Peace is having complete trust in Who God is. Think about it like this: 
Presence = Peace. When it comes to children, especially young children, you get to experience this 
principle all the time. When our kids get scared by something the solution is ALWAYS the presence 
of Mom and Dad. They want to snuggle, hug, curl up and just be near their parents. It’s never really 
about the words you say, but simply that you are there to offer strength and security and peace to 
your child. And that’s exactly what God does when He offers us His peace through the presence of 
His abiding Holy Spirit.  
 
True peace doesn’t come as a result of changing our circumstances. The peace that surpasses all 
understanding is a supernatural power that flows through us, from the One who lives within 
us. When you and I yield our lives to Christ, the apostle Paul tells us in his letter to the Ephesians 
that God seals us with His Holy Spirit, which simply means that God’s own Spirit comes to take up 
residence in us, lives the abundant life through us and produces in us love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control – Read Galatians 5: 22 & 23. 
 
This is one aspect of peace, the inner peace that we should all have as a result of the abiding 
presence of Christ within us. The other aspect of course, is that Jesus calls us as His people to be 
peacemakers. This is where it gets practical as opposed to theological.  
 
In His Sermon the Mount, Jesus has this to say on the topic of peace – Read Matthew 5:9. 
Because life is all about learning how to love (Read John 13;35), God wants us to value relationships 
and to make the effort to maintain them instead of discarding them whenever there is a rift, a hurt, 
or a conflict. Jesus wants us as His people to be known for our love. If you want God’s blessing on 
your life and you want to be known as a child of God, you must be known as a peacemaker! 
 
On a practical note, let’s consider what it means to be a peacemaker. This might be a bit 
uncomfortable for some, because I know that many of our lives are filled with broken relationships 
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that are in need of attention, and so be warned, some of what I share today might get under your 
skin.  
 
Peace-making is not conflict avoidance. Running from a problem, pretending everything is honky 
dory when it’s not, and sweeping stuff under the carpet is never going to settle differences and sort 
our relational issues. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, was never afraid of conflict. There’s a time for every 
activity under the sun, and a season for everything. Granted now might not be the best time to 
confront a relational issue, but there will come a time when you must confront certain issues and 
sort them out. The key here is to be open to and yielded to the Holy Spirit’s prompting and leading in 
your life as a Christ follower. Peace-making is also not appeasement. Nowhere are we as God’s 
people ever commanded to be doormats, or called to let people run rough shod over you. Jesus 
Himself refused to back down on many issues, there were times when He stood His ground.  
 
So, what does being a peacemaker entail? 
 
① I believe that we must take our problems to God. To be a peacemaker, first you need to go to the 
peace-giver. When it comes to processing a relational issue, I would strongly suggest that you 
ventilate vertically before you ventilate horizontally. Always talk to God before you talk about 
someone to someone else. Most of our conflicts are rooted in unmet needs and expectations. So 
why not go to the One in whom all our expectations are exceeded and our needs are met? Tell God 
your frustrations, hurts and anger before you go splurging it out to anyone else. Pray first! 
 
② It matters not if you are the offender or the offended, God expects you as His children to make 
the first move when it comes to peace making and restoring relationships. This isn’t easy, especially 
where the hurts run deep and the wounds are raw, but I want to encourage you, don’t procrastinate 
and make excuses. There will come a day when it will be too late!  
 
③ Sympathise with the other parties feelings. Before attempting to resolve any issues you must 
first listen to people’s feelings. In order to be considerate, you’ve got to be mindful of the feelings of 
others.  
 
“You don’t know what you don’t know.” (Elke Celliers)  
 
Don’t minimise other people’s feelings and be more empathetic. One of the best ways that you and I 
can be empathetic is to listen twice as much as we speak. As the late Jeremy Hollis once told me, 
there is a reason that the good Lord gave us 2 ears and 1 mouth. And here’s an important point. 
When you’re listening, focus on their feelings not the facts. I know this tough because feelings are 
not always logical or necessarily true – Read Psalm 73: 21 & 22. Hurt people can act beastly, hurt 
people tend to hurt people. But listening communicates the fact that you value them as a person, 
that you care about them, and that the relationship matters to you. We must also be realistic. We 
cannot expect everyone to agree about everything. Reconciliation focuses on the relationship; 
resolution focuses on the problem. Reconciliation is possible even if you are unable to resolve our 
differences. People matter, people come first. Sometimes we need to agree to disagree and put 
other people’s feelings above our own. 
 
④ Confess your part in the breakdown of the relationship. Confession is a powerful tool for 
reconciliation. Often the way we handle a conflict creates a bigger hurt than the original problem 
itself. If you are serious about restoring a relationship, you should begin by admitting your part in 
the problem. When you begin by humbly admitting your mistakes, it can defuse the other party’s 
anger which may disarm their attack. 
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⑤ Attack the problem not the person. You cannot fix the problem if you’re consumed with fixing 
the blame. In resolving conflict, how you say something is as important as what you say. If you say 
what you say offensively, chances are very high that it will be received defensively. 
 
Read Roman 12:18. Notice, the apostle Paul began this verse by saying, “If it is possible.…” The fact 
that he began with the word “if ” means there may be times when we run into a case where it 
is not possible to have peace with all men. It can be very difficult to be at peace with some people, 
especially if they don’t want to reconcile. But regardless of the difficulty of the task or the ugly 
behaviour of those we encounter along the way in life, the command of God remains: To the best of 
our ability, we must give our best efforts to be at peace with all men. If it’s not possible, you can still 
pray for them, asking the Holy Spirit to work in and through the situation. 
 
“You are responsible for the effort, leave the outcome to God.” (John Parrott) 
 
Relationships are always worth restoring! Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. 
 
 
 
  
 
 


