
 

Sermon Summary 4 September 2022 
Faithfulness: by Graham Mol 

 
When it comes to faithfulness we can look to the Lord. He defines faithfulness. 

Faithfulness means to stand by all your promises. As Solomon, king of Israel declared when he was 
dedicating the Temple that had been built for God in Jerusalem: 

“Praise be to the LORD, who has given rest to His people Israel just as He promised. Not one 
word has failed of all the good promises He gave through His servant Moses.” (1 Kings 8:56) 

For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through Him 
the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. (2 Corinthians 1:20) 

God keeps His promises. The story through the Old and New Testament is one of God keeping His 
promises. Jesus is the promised Messiah, the one who would save us, and that is exactly what He did 
by giving His life on the cross. 

To be faithful is to be reliable, steadfast and unwavering. In this too we see the faithfulness in the 
constancy of the Lord: 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8) 

This doesn’t mean that Jesus is static or stuck in certain ways. For He is dynamic, engaging us where 
we are. But who He is – what He stands for – His character and values remain constant and 
unchanging. 

“I the LORD do not change…” (Malachi 3:6) 

This statement is in the context of God saying to His wayward people, turn back to me and I will turn 
back to you. In other words, I’m still with you, I forgive you. 

This is why the Apostle Paul says: 

If we are faithless, He remains faithful — for He cannot deny Himself. (2 Timothy 2:13) 

God is faithful. It is His very nature. 
 
Considering what faithfulness means, I’m sure you’d agree that we humans are not that by nature. 
We tend to be fickle and self-serving, changing and shifting with what suits us. God calls us out to not 
be like the shapeshifting world around us but to be a faithful people. Faithful towards Him and towards 
others. It’s not easy but that is why we have been given the Holy Spirit so that by God’s strength and 
power at work in us we too can become more like Christ. We can become more and more faithful. 
 
How can we walk in step with the Spirit so that the Fruit of His presence in our lives will become more 
evident? Let us turn to the words of Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount: 

Matthew 6:1 
“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, 
you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

This the defining statement of the point that Jesus will be making here. He will go one to give three 
examples to convey this point but right at the outset He tells us. In a sermon I listened to this week on 
this section of the sermon on the mount the pastor titled it – Faithfulness in Secret. You will see this 
theme as we read the text. 

There is an important comparison that we can make here as we consider faithfulness to God (in 
secret). And that is to ask ourselves what does faithfulness in a marriage look like? God gave us 
marriage– a covenant relationship between a man and woman – to point towards, to demonstrate, 



 

God’s covenant relationship with us, the church His bride. Therefore it is a helpful comparison to make 
as we consider the examples Jesus gives us. 

Jesus’ statement conveys the message that we shouldn’t place a higher value on public praise over 
private progress in our faithfulness towards the Lord. 

Matthew 6:2-8 
“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you.” 
“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And 
when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because 
of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask 
Him.” 

Jesus then gives an outline of what our prayers should be like – The Lord’s Prayer 
“‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. (Faithful to promises) 
Give us today our daily bread. (Faithful to provide) 
And forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. (Faithful to forgive) 
And lead us not into temptation, (Faithful to provide a way out) 
    but deliver us from the evil one.’ (Faithful to save) 

He also makes it clear that we need to forgive others in order to fully experience the forgiveness of 
the Father, that is to be living in His favour. The condition of our hearts before God is important – 
something secret only He can see. 

Matthew 6:16-18 
“When you fast, do not look sombre as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show 
others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when you 
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to others that you 
are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you. 

  
Your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. Your Father – indicates a close 
relationship. Done in Secret – intimate – only between you and God. Will Reward You – God’s reward 
is greater than anything the world could ever offer. 

One of the rewards is a deeper more meaningful relationship with the Lord. As Paul said – nothing 
compares to knowing Jesus, everything is rubbish in comparison. 

Are you okay with the majority of your faithfulness to God being secret? By and large unnoticed by 
others? Because the lure of praise and performance is strong. We can fall into the trap of wearing our 
faith on the outside. Be careful not to let your private life with God become merely your public faith 
before others. 



 

Consider a marriage where the only time the husband is kind and generous towards his wife is when 
others can notice it. Consider a marriage where a wife speaks with love towards her husband only 
when others can hear. Consider a marriage where the couple do not forgive each other’s faults. And 
would you really call it sacrificial love if the husband or wife constantly moaned about how much they 
had sacrificed for the other? Wallowing in self-pity, always the victim? 

Is that a strong, faithful marriage? 

From the outside it may look good – many may praise the couple – but that’s the only reward they 
get. They don’t get to experience the richness of true faithfulness, the strength of an intimate love. 
Likewise – Jesus warns us – don’t place a higher value on public praise over private progress in your 
relationship with the Lord. Don’t let your private life with God become merely your public faith before 
others. 
 
Practice faithfulness in secret. For your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. Your 
personal relationship with Jesus is the most important relationship in your life. If you are faithful to 
Him, not just in front of others but in the private moments, in all of your life, that faithfulness will go 
on to characterise your whole life. It will be evident in your relationships with others. You will be 
faithful and true in all aspects. 

But it starts – with the secret faithfulness that only God sees. 


