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Sermon Summary – Sunday 11 September 2022 

 
LOVE  (Calven Celliers) 
 

Read Galatians 5: 22 & 23. 
 
As we wrap up this series on the fruit of the Spirit, let’s consider what some have termed the most 
well-known fruit of the Spirit, but  also the most misunderstood.  
 
Love – the most important trait of Christian character! In modern society, we have overused the 
word ‘love’ in ways that minimize the depth of what real, biblical love is. We say we “loved the 
movie” or we “loved a meal”, we can even “love” an Instagram or Facebook post or Whatsapp 
message by simply attaching a little heart to it. The English language doesn’t lend itself well to 
making a distinction between the love we have for a significant other, a favourite food, or a good  
friend. The Greek language, however, does make those distinctions. The Greek language has 
multiple words for love, including ‘eros’ which is sexual or passionate love; ‘philos’ which is brotherly 
love, the kind of love that epitomises great friendships; and then there’s the word that the apostle 
Paul uses in his letter to the Galatians, agape. Agape is a perfect love from God. Agape love is 
unconcerned with the self and concerned with the greatest good of another. Agape love isn’t born 
out of emotions, feelings, familiarity, or attraction, but from the will and as a choice. Agape requires 
sacrifice without expecting anything in return. This is the type of love the Bible speaks about the 
most. When the word agape is used in the Bible, it refers to a pure, wilful, sacrificial love that 
intentionally desires another’s highest good. 
 
Against that backdrop, let’s  consider something that Jesus said to His disciples in the Upper Room 
on the night that He was betrayed, as they’re sharing in the Last Supper – Read John 13:34. I can 
well imagine that as Jesus starts speaking, “A new command I give you…”, the disciples might have 
thought “We don’t need any new commandments, the six hundred plus we already have as Jews is 
plenty, and besides, we thought you’d reduced all that down to just two: Love God and love one 
another?” Jesus had already turned the word love into a verb. When Jesus spoke of agape love, He 
highlighted the fact that it isn’t something you feel, it’s something that you do. But that night in the 
Upper Room, Jesus takes it one step further, what Jesus said next changed the world. And perhaps if 
we as Christ followers would move what Christ said next to the top of our agenda’s it would change 
the world, as we know it, again. “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” Jesus raised the 
bar in that moment of history like never before. Have you ever considered that when we think of 
that statement, most, if not all of us, immediately set our thoughts to the cross and the price that 
Christ paid for us, out of the great love He has for us. But that night in the Upper Room, Jesus hadn’t 
died yet. And so, those who were gathered around the table with Jesus would have thought back 
over the last 3 years that they had spent walking and talking with Jesus, witnessing how He 
interacted with and treated people. 
 
The significance of what Jesus said to His disciples that night cannot be overstated. Jesus says to us 
that just as He has loved each and every one of us, so too we (as His followers and representatives in 
this world) must love; and it’s a pure, wilful, sacrificial love that intentionally desires other peoples’ 
highest good.  
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“New-command-brand love is to serve as the unifying behaviour for his ekklesia. This new command 
is the governing ethic, the standard against which all behaviour is to be measured for those who call 
Him Lord.”  (Andy Stanley) 
 
In that significant moment in history, Jesus points to the one specific thing that was to be the 
identifying characteristic of His followers. The way they love. Read John 13:35.  I guess we now know 
why this is called the most important fruit of the Spirit. 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 13: 1 – 7. 
 
I once heard a funny story about a little boy who was invited to dinner at a friend’s house. When his 
friends mom asked him if he liked broccoli, the little boy replied, “Yes Ma’am, I love broccoli.” But 
when the bowl of broccoli was passed around the table at dinner that evening, the little scallywag 
declined. His friends Mom asked, “I thought you said you love broccoli?” to which he replied, “I do. 
But not enough to eat it.” A lot of Christians lives are a bit like that little boy. They talk a good talk 
about love, but when it comes to putting it into practice we often come up lacking because we are 
not fully yielded to the presence of God within. I’m not going to tell you that you need to express 
love to one another by being patient, and kind, and to stop coveting, and to not be rude. I’m not 
going to tell you that you shouldn’t be selfish, or irritable, or harbour grudges. You know all that. 
You’ve heard those sermons many times before. And perhaps like Paul all they do is leave you 
feeling guilty and frustrated when it comes to the fruit of the Spirit – Read Romans 7:19.  
 
The reality is that we cannot be all that we’re called to be in our own strength – Read John 14:16. 
And so as we wrap us this series, the most practical tip I can give you, if you as a Christ follower want 
to be known for your love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control, then you need to yield yourself to the abiding presence of God’s Spirit within you. 
 
“How I wish that the Lord would come in my lifetime! I should so love to lay my crown down at His 
feet.” (Queen Elizabeth II)  
 
Jesus sees you. He knows who He made you to be, and He stands ready to breathe His life into you 
through the Holy Spirit. When you receive Jesus as your Saviour and Lord, you receive the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
“Christlikeness is not produced by imitation, but by inhabitation.” (Rick Warren)  
 
As a believer, you receive a continual filling and equipping as you yield to His Spirit and seek to 
practice the gifts He has entrusted to you.  
 
In closing I want to remind you of three points. 
 

(1) Cooperate with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Throughout Scripture an important truth is illustrated over and over again. Power is released the 
moment you take a step of faith. God waits for you to act first. Always do the right thing in spite of 
any hesitation, this is how you cooperate with the Holy Spirit within, and He produces in you 
Christlike character. Effort might not have anything to do with salvation, but it plays a huge role in 
growth. As a Christ follower you need to put on the character of Christ by developing new, godly 
habits. Take the practical teachings that Graham and I have shared over the past two months, and 
apply them. 
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(2) God uses His Word, people and circumstances to mould us. 
 
God’s Word provides the truth we need to grow, God’s people provide the support we need to grow, 
and circumstances provide the environment we need to practise Christlikeness. Sanctification 
doesn’t happen automatically, it happens on the road of life, true spiritual maturity is all about 
yielding to the Holy Spirit in life and learning to love like Jesus, as we practice to be like Jesus. 
 

(3) Becoming like Christ is a long, slow process. 
 
Just like with fruit on a tree, so the ripening and maturing of the fruit of the Spirit takes time. We 
don’t yield to the presence of God within, and wham bam thank you, I’m all of a sudden everything 
God created me to be. From the day you give your life to Jesus, until the day He calls you home to 
heaven, you are a work in progress. In theological terms it’s called sanctification. Sanctification is a 
process of heart and life and every day active transformation. It's like joining a swimming club, and 
someone says, “Well, now you're a swimmer,” but you don't know how to swim. You need to be 
taught and empowered, so that you can actually live as a swimmer. And that’s what the Holy Spirit 
does. He empowers us to live the abundant life that Jesus said He came to give us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


