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Sermon Summary – Sunday 23 October 2022 

 
Don’t give up, look up!  (Calven Celliers) 
 

There isn’t a human being alive, there isn’t a single one who has walked the walk of life on this 
planet who isn’t, or hasn’t been, acquainted with troubles. Anyone who claims that believing in Jesus 
brings only financial prosperity, physical health, and perfect relationships clearly hasn’t lived as a 
Christian for very long. Life is tough, bad things happen to good people, and the Word of God, far 
from dodging this fact, acknowledges it and embraces it. In fact, Jesus Himself guaranteed it – Read 
John 16:33 & 1 Peter 4:12. Problems are part of life. But the hope that we have is a hope that comes 
when you throw yourself on the sustaining presence of God.   
 
Dr Martin Luther King Jnr, when faced with yet another death threat, became overwhelmed. 
Exhausted, his courage almost gone, he prayed, ‘Lord, I am at the end of my power. I’ve come to a 
point where I can’t face this alone.’ Apparently, in that moment he experienced the presence of God 
like never before. He testified to hearing the quiet assurance of an inner voice saying, ‘God will be at 
your side forever.’ Three days later his house was bombed, but that inner calm was still there. 
Looking back on that season in his life he said, ‘When our nights become darker than a thousand 
midnights, let us remember that there is a great Power in the universe whose name is God … this is 
our hope…’ 
 
Instead of promising to eliminate trouble from our lives, Jesus promises to give us peace and 
comfort in the midst of trouble. And what better account in Scripture to teach us this fact than 
Peter’s water walking expedition in the Gospel of Matthew 14. Having just fed the 5000, Matthew 
records that Jesus wanted alone time with the Father, and so He dismisses the crowd and 
commands the disciples to get into a fishing boat and to cross over to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee. Later that night, when the boat was already a considerable distance from the shore, a storm 
blew in, and we’re told in Scripture that it was a significant storm. In fact it was so violent that the 
poor disciples were doing their absolute  best to keep the boat from being capsized – Read Matthew 
14: 25 – 27. In hindsight, we may find ourselves asking the question, ‘how did they not recognise 
Jesus?’ But I think Matthew included that detail to remind us that when we’re in the midst of a 
storm, when the troubles of life are overwhelming us, it takes eyes of faith to recognize that Jesus is 
in fact with us – Read Deuteronomy 31:8. 

“Seeing things through the eyes of faith does not mean wearing rose coloured glasses and 
approaching things with a certain naiveté. Rather faith is the lens that helps all of us to see God’s 
hand at work in our lives and in our world, perhaps especially when that presence is not immediately 
obvious… Seeing with the eyes of faith, then, is nothing more, but certainly nothing less than 
believing that the God who loved us and our world into existence, will always hold us in love.” (Father 
Bauer – The Basilica of Saint Mary) 

We may not understand His ways, but we can trust His heart. For the Fathers intention toward us is 
always good, rooted in love. 
 
Read Matthew 14: 28 & 29. This is the high point in this tale, a remarkable occurrence. Peter walked 
on the water, and was well on his way to hero status. He was mastering this water-walking business. 
He was looking at Jesus. That gave him confidence and courage. Then reality set in, and he became 
aware of the severity of what was going on around him – Read Matthew 14:30.  
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Matthew doesn’t tell us exactly what it was that distracted Peter. Perhaps it was a particularly large 
wave that crashed next to him, but whatever it was, it distracted him and caused him to take his 
eyes off Jesus, his only hope of staying afloat. And in that moment he became aware of the 
precarious position he found himself in. 
 
We live in a stormy world. Waves of financial despair, emotional upheaval, health struggles, 
relational issues, personal failures, all threaten to capsize us and pull us under. Circumstances can be 
frightening. When your boss calls you in and tells you the company has to downsize and they are 
letting you go, when the doctor calls you with the test results that are not good, it can scare you.  
It can devastate you. Where fear reigns, faith is driven away. But where faith reigns, fear has no 
place. Faith and fear don’t mix. Fear is what causes you and I to take our eyes off Jesus, in other 
words fear undermines our faith and causes us to lose trust in the reliability of God. 
 
As Peter’s focus shifted from what he knew to be true about Jesus, and onto his circumstances, he 
began to sink. In other words what was happening to him, got inside of him, and he became 
overwhelmed, and overcome. And Jesus immediately reached out and caught him. And Christ then 
asked him a question, a question that He may very well be asking you – Read Matthew 14:31. 
 
To doubt means to have a weakness of faith, a wavering in the face of God's promises. Scripturally, 
doubt is viewed practically and spiritually as it relates to our trust in the Lord. 
 
Faith and trust have similar meanings, and often people will use the words interchangeably. Faith is 
inseparable from trust; faith is the confidence that we have that God can and will do what He says in 
His Word. In other words, to trust is to believe in the reliability, truth, ability or strength of 
something. So, when it comes to trusting God, that means believing in His reliability, His Word, His 
ability and His strength. Trusting God is more than a feeling; it’s a choice to have faith in what He 
says even when your feelings or circumstances would have you believe something different. 
 
And so if you’re going through a tough time, I want to ask you the question, are you focused on and 
committed to who Jesus says He is, or are you allowing your circumstances, what’s happening 
around you, to batter your faith, and to cause you to lose trust in the reliability and dependability of 
who God says He is? 
 
It’s not uncommon for people who are going through a tough time to withdraw from God, from 
Church, from fellowship, from worship, from spending time in God’s Word. But that’s exactly when 
you need to consciously make the effort to set your sights on Him and to draw near to Him. When it 
feels like the storm around you is overwhelming you, and it feels like you’re sinking, cry out to Him, 
and He will immediately reach out to you – Read Romans 10: 13 & James 4:8. 
  
If you are in any way tempted to give up, I want to encourage you to look up. Turn your eyes upon 
Jesus, look full in His wonderful face; and the things of the earth, will grow strangely dim, in the light 
of His glory and grace. If in those days, that seem to go from bad to worse, your eyes are focused 
anywhere other than on the presence of God with you, you won’t be able to endure. That’s a fact. 
When we become more focused on the overwhelming nature of what’s going on around us, rather 
than on the overwhelming presence of God with us, we are in trouble. 
 
‘Look up! Get up! And don’t ever give up!’  
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