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Sermon Summary – Sunday 20 November 2022 

 
Humility – it makes the difference  (Calven Celliers) 
 

In a world that champions pride, Jesus commands you and I, as born-again Christ followers, to be 
different. The question, however, is this: Different how? 

Let us to consider something recorded in the Gospel of Luke 14, where we read that one evening 
Jesus was invited to dinner at a Pharisee’s house, and whilst He was there Jesus not only noticed, 
but addressed, a certain peculiarity of humanity. Read Luke 14: 7 – 11.  

Read Philippians 2: 3 – 9. 

Pride and selfishness always go hand in hand, because pride produces selfishness, or put another 
way selfishness is a manifestation of pride; thinking you are better or more important than others. 

As you read through Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (described in one commentary as ‘a radical wake-
up call for Christians to live wholeheartedly for God through faith’), right upfront Jesus kicks off with 
the beatitudes, and what does He address first? Humility. It’s clearly a character priority in Jesus’ 
book. Read Matthew 5:3.  
 
“If you put the word ‘humble’ in place of the word ‘poor,’ you will understand what He meant. 
Blessed are the humble in spirit.” (Billy Graham) 
 
So there we have it – blessed are the humble; don’t be selfish; don’t try and impress others; think of 
others as better than yourself; don’t just look out for number one; humble yourself in obedience to 
God, and He will elevate you; for those who exalt themselves will be humbled, but those who 
humble themselves will be lifted up. Sounds easy enough, wouldn’t you say? I think not! Humans 
come pre-equipped with a natural tendency to look out for “number one.”  
 
If you ever want to experience the ‘me first mentality’ of man in all its fullness, then drive in peak 
hour traffic during loadshedding. It soon becomes very clear that the number one person in most 
depraved humans lives is me, myself and I. And yet in a world that champions pride, Jesus 
commands you and I, as born-again believers, to be different.  
 
Read Colossians 3:12.  
 
The first thing I notice about Paul’s list of garments is that these are not part of our natural DNA. 
John Maxwell refers to this as ‘our natural tendency towards self-centredness.’ By our very nature 
human beings are not humble, and the sobering reality is that many would be scantily clad if clothed 
in humility. By using the very practical illustration of clothes, Paul was illustrating for us that humility 
is a virtue that must be consciously adopted and maintained on a regular, if not daily, basis. That’s 
why Paul says it’s something you put on. Humility is not an emotion; humility is a choice, and as with 
all choices, the initiative lies with us. Read James 4:10. James says, “Humble yourselves...” It’s almost 
as if what God is communicating through James is this: “Don’t ask Me to do it, you do it. Humble 
yourself, and I will lift you up. That’s My side of the bargain.” But the act of humbling yourself is your 
decision. You choose not to be selfish; you choose not to try and impress others; you choose not to 
be self-righteous; you choose to be humble, and to think of others as better than yourself;  
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you choose to not look out only for your own interests, but instead to take an interest in others; you 
choose to have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had, and then God will bring His part of the deal. 
Those who humble themselves will be lifted up. 
 
When you walk into any situation you can look at it two ways: You can say, “What’s in this for me? 
What are people going to do for me?” that’s pride; or you can say, “Is there something here that I 

can do for others? How can I help? How can I serve?” that’s humility.  Which brings me to the second 
thing that I notice about Paul’s list of garments, and that’s the fact that they all have to do with how 
you treat others as you represent God in this world. Selfish pride is especially destructive in 
relationships, and that’s because the opposite of love is not hate, it’s self-centredness.  
 
“Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it is thinking of yourself less and more of others.”  (Rick 
Warren) 
 
Read Philippians 2:4. Imagine what a different world it would be if every Christian took this 
challenge to heart. In the apostle Paul’s famous discourse on love, 1 Corinthians 13, he states that a 
distinctive mark of Christian love is that it does not dishonour others and it is not self-seeking – Read 
1 Corinthians 13: 4 & 5. If you and I as Christ followers are to look out for the interests of others, 
then we must love people like Jesus did. Love is a verb and the evidence thereof is in how we treat 
other people. Humility is best expressed when we commit to look out for the interests of others, 
which involves a choice to always keep your eyes wide open to discover new opportunities to carry 
each other’s burdens, and in this way fulfil the law of Christ. (Read Galatians 6:2) No longer are we 
to live according to our old, self-serving nature because Jesus gave us a new command – Read John 
13: 34 & 35. 
 

“Christlike love is a willing, self-sacrificing commitment to secure at any cost the highest good of its 
object without the prospect of reciprocation.” (Dr Allan Brown) 
 

Imagine the impact we would have if only our Church’s Statement of Intent, which is a practical 
interpretation of 1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 7, could burst the parameters of the walls of this Church, and 
we could apply it in all interactions. 
 

When it comes to all people I need to humbly choose to exercise patience and to be kind. I must 
humbly choose not be jealous of others talents, nor be boastful of mine. I must never be arrogant or 
rude, instead I must honour the dignity of every person I interact with. I cannot insist on having my 
own way in everything, that’s pride, but instead I must cherish and accommodate the uniqueness of 
other individuals. I must not be irritable with or resentful toward others. When I am in the company 
of slanderers, I must not partake in their gossip and character assassination, but must instead focus 
on the good in others. Humility requires that I bear all things in love, it requires that I choose to 
always believe the good about others, and to hope the best for others, and to patiently, graciously, 
endure others faults and weaknesses. Why? Because by this everyone will know that we are His 
disciples, if we think of ourselves less and more of others. By this will all men know… You can’t get a 
more practical challenge to be humble than that. Blessed are the humble in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 

“I am persuaded that love and humility are the highest attainments in the school of Christ and the 
brightest evidence that he is indeed our Master.” (John Newton) 
 

Humility is without a doubt one of the pillars of Christian character, which is why one of the 
strongest messages in all of Scripture is the truth that God resists the proud, some translations go so 
far as to say He opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  
 
In a world that champions pride, are you any different?   


